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Friar Manrique is
Appointed Attache

Ciabral left Mrauk-u probably in January 1655. Manrique was
still at Dianga and remained there until October or November of
that year, when he received two letters which obliged him again
to set out for the Arakanese capital. The first was from a certain
Gaspar de Mesquita, who announced that he had just arrived at
Mrauk-u, having been sent there by Dom Miguel de Noronha,
Viceroy of Goa, to conclude a treaty with King Thiri-thu-dhamma.
The letter went on to request him to come to Mrauk-u, since he
knew the King so well and the grandees of the Court, and assist the
writer in his negotiations. His other letter was from Friar Gaspar
de Amorin, the head of the Augustinian Order in Asia, and
amounted to a grant of leave from his duties at Dianga, so that he
could comply with the ambassador's request.
That Manrique should have been asked to join the ambassador's
staff shows that the able manner in which he had conducted the
special mission to Mrauk-u in 1650 had been reported to Goa and
had made an impression. Almost three years had elapsed since
then. He was wholly immersed in his duties as vicar of Dianga
and had no wish to exchange the mission field again for diplo-
macy. But the letter from the Father Provincial left him no
option. After giving careful instructions how the arrangements he
had made for the neophytes and Christians lately collected at
Angaracale were to be carried on in his absence, he sailed to
Mrauk-u in the galley which had brought the letters.
As the King had sounded him on Ms last visit about the possi-
bility of such a treaty, it is likely that Manrique had passed on the
information to his headquarters at Goa. The sending of de Mes-
quita can, therefore, have been no great surprise, even if news
of what transpired during CabraTs visit did not reach him. That
he understood tolerably well Thiri-thu-dhamma's extraordinary
ambitions will become clearer as the narrative proceeds.